
L. Leelavathi, Dhanraj Ganapathy. Knowledge, Attitude And Practices Of  Tobacco Use Among Arts And Science Students In Chennai District - An Online Survey. Int J Dentistry Oral Sci. 
2021;8(7):3374-3377.

3374

 OPEN ACCESS                                                                                                                                                                               https://scidoc.org/IJDOS.php

Knowledge, Attitude And Practices Of  Tobacco Use Among Arts And Science Students In Chennai 
District - An Online Survey

												            Research Article

L. Leelavathi1*, Dhanraj Ganapathy2

1 Senior lecturer, Department of  Public Health Dentistry, Saveetha Dental College and Hospitals, Saveetha Institute of  Medical and Technical Sciences, 
 Saveetha University, Chennai-77, India.
2 Professor and Head, Department of  Prosthodontics, Saveetha Dental College and Hospitals, Saveetha Institute of  Medical and Technical Sciences, 
 Saveetha University, Chennai-77, India.

International Journal of  Dentistry and Oral Science (IJDOS)
ISSN: 2377-8075

*Corresponding Author: 
  L. Leelavathi,
  Senior lecturer, Department of  Public Health Dentistry, Saveetha Dental College and Hospitals, Saveetha Institute of  Medical and Technical Sciences, Saveetha University, 
 Chennai-77, India.
 E-mail: : leelavathi.sdc@saveetha.com

 Received: May 31, 2021
 Accepted: July 06, 2021
 Published: July 19, 2021

 Citation: L. Leelavathi, Dhanraj Ganapathy. Knowledge, Attitude And Practices Of  Tobacco Use Among Arts And Science Students In Chennai District - An Online Survey.
 Int J Dentistry Oral Sci. 2021;8(7):3374-3377. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.19070/2377-8075-21000686
 
 Copyright: L. Leelavathi©2021. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of  the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted use, distribu-
tion and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

Introduction

Tobacco is the second major cause of  death in the world[1]. The 
death toll from tobacco consumption is now 4.9 million people a 
year. If  the present consumption pattern continues, the number 
of  deaths will increase to 10 million by the year 2020, 70% of  
which will occur in the developing countries[2].

Tobacco has long been related with various health problems and 
is considered a major preventable risk factor for six of  the eight 
leading causes of  morbidity and mortality globally. The World 
Health Organization attributes approximately four million deaths 
annually to tobacco consumption, and this estimate is expected to 
raise to eight million by the year 2030. Smoking cessation lowers 
the risk of  smoking related diseases and hence the life expectancy 
of  the person can be increased [3,4]. 

Oral health is strongly related to tobacco smoking and chewing 
practices. South and Southeast Asia have some of  the highest age-
adjusted incidence rates of  oral cancers and cancers of  upper aero 
digestive sites in the world and the highest numbers of  persons 
affected[5].

Tobacco use is among the most preventable causes of  disease 
and premature death worldwide[6]. The detrimental effects of  to-
bacco use on oral health have been well documented in studies 
focusing on changes in the oral mucosa[7,8] and periodontal tis-
sues[9]. Substantial evidence indicates that tobacco cessation not 
only reduces the prevalence of  a range of  diseases, but also limits 
their progression and improves treatment outcomes[10].

Moreover, the health impact of  smoking will be more in the 
younger generation related to the early smoking initiation; infact, 
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in the long term, young people who become habitual smokers and 
continue smoking in adulthood, are more prone to develop cancer 
and cardiovascular diseases[11].

Youth in general and adolescents in particular fall prey to this 
deadly habit with severe physical, psychological, and economic 
implications. Encouragement from peer group, the lure of  popu-
larity, and easy availability of  tobacco in different forms makes 
teenagers easy prey. In India, approximately 5,500 children and 
adolescents start using tobacco products daily, some as young as 
10 years. The majority of  users have first used tobacco prior to 
the age of  18 years[12,13,14].

The purpose of  this study was therefore to investigate cross-sec-
tionally to assess the knowledge related to tobacco use, to assess 
the attitude related to tobacco use and to know their practice re-
lated to tobacco use among arts and science students in Chennai 
District. Hence a study was done with an aim to assess the knowl-
edge, attitude and practices about tobacco products among arts 
and science students in Chennai District.

Materials And Methods
	
A cross-sectional study was done among arts and students in pri-
vate colleges in Chennai District.The study was conducted among 
492 arts and science students in private collegesin Chennai Dis-
trict.Convenient ssampling methodology was followed and those 
students who were willing to participate completed the survey.
Questionnaire was prepared consisting of  questions related to 
the demographic details of  the participants, knowledge about the 
ill effects of  tobacco use, attitude towards tobacco use and also 
about the practice of  the tobacco use among the study partici-
pants. Questions were framed from the existing literature. Google 
form survey link was distributed among the students and the 
incomplete forms were not included in the analysis. Descriptive 
statistics and Chi square test were used to analyses the responses 
given by the study participants.

Results

An online cross-sectional study was conducted among 492 arts 
and science students in Chennai district to assess the knowledge 
about tobacco products among arts and science students in Chen-
nai District.

Distribution Of  Study Population Based On Gender

Out of  492 study participants, 325 (66%) were male and 167 
(34%) were females.
 

Distribution Of  Study Population Based On Tobacco Con-
sumption

Out of  492 study participants, 86 (17.5%) have consumed to-
bacco and among them 75(23%) were males and 11(6.6%) were 
females. Majority of  the tobacco consumers consumed cigarettes.
 
Knowledge Related To Tobacco Usage

More than half  of  the study participants said that tobacco use was 
highly addictive. About 220 (44.7%) study participants responded 
that second-hand smoke can adversely affect the health of  non-
smokers, 163 (33.1%) study participants responded that second-
hand smoke have no effect on the health of  non-smokers and 
about 109 (22.2%) were unaware about second hand smoke.

For the question related to tobacco use and oral cancer, about 
230 (46.7%) study participants responded as tobacco use could 
not lead to oral cancer and 208 (42.3%) responded as tobacco use 
cause oral cancer.(Figure 1)

For the question, ‘Are you aware of  COTPA act (Prohibition of  
supply and distribution of  tobacco products within 100 yards of  
educational institution)’, about 181 study participants responded 
as they were aware about the COTPA act and about 311 study par-
ticipants responded as they were unaware about the COTPA act. 
Majority of  the female study participants were not aware about 
the act while nearly half  of  the male study participants were una-
ware and this difference was found to be statistically significant.
(p value < 0. 001) (Table 1) Female study participants were more 
aware about the addictive nature of  the tobacco products when 
compared with the male study participants and this was found to 
be statistically significant suggesting females have comparatively 
better knowledge about the tobacco addiction. (Table 2)

Attitude Towards Tobacco Use

About 109 (22.5%) responded that smoking to be allowed in uni-
versity campus and about 95 (19.3%) responded only in desig-
nated area and more than half  of  the study participants that is 288 
(58.5%) said that smoking should not to be allowed in university 
campus. Female study participants were more toward the tobacco 
ban compared to male participants and this difference was found 
to be statistically significant. (p value < 0. 001) (Figure 2)

Discussion

Tobacco use and related health impacts pose a significant prob-
lem globally, and tobacco use is among the leading causes of  mor-
bidity and mortality[15]. Studies have highlighted the need for in-

Figure 1: Responses of  the study participants related to the question ‘Tobacco use could lead to oral cancer”
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volvement of  various healthcare professionals in the fight against 
tobacco use[14].

To the best of  our knowledge, there are very few or no studies 
regarding tobacco use among arts and science students in Tamil-
nadu or other parts of  India. Hence comparison was done with 
studies related to tobacco use among other population.

In the present study, cigarette was most extensively consumed 
among tobacco consumers compared to other tobacco products. 
The smoking rates among female students were lower in the cur-
rent study, similar to the results reported from other studies[4,16]. 
The smoking rates are lower in females as smoking is considered 
as especially unacceptable for females and is thought to offend 
social customs. Gender gap between in tobacco use is narrow-
ing globally. This may be attributed to factors such as the chang-
ing position of  women in society, women’s increasing social and 
economic independence, a lack of  health education specifically 
targeted at women, and the tobacco industry’s deliberate attempts 
to target their products at women.

In the present study, only half  of  the study participants were aware 
about the ill effects of  tobacco. Whereas in another study more 
than ninety percent of  the participants were about the harmful ef-
fects of  tobacco [16]suggesting that awareness about the harm of  
tobacco products is not evenly distributed around the world and 
hence awareness programs should be carried out in such a way to 
improve the person’s knowledge about tobacco products and the 
harmful effects.

It is possible that these students underestimate the hazards of  to-
bacco use and the challenges to quitting. Continued smoking may 
increase their risk for nicotine addiction, adverse health effects, 
and unsuccessful cessation attempts.
 
Some limitations of  the current study are that the questionnaire 
study design, online data collection, with self-reported data, which 
could increase the possibility of  underreporting by tobacco users.

The study subjects who intended not to quit tobacco use in future 
should be the target of  our counselling and motivation for to-
bacco cessation activities as these are the individuals who in future 
are liable to increase their group and bring more non-smokers 
into the tobacco users’ group. At the same time, counselling and 
motivation should also be focused on the respondents who had 
never taken up tobacco use in their lifetime as they may fall prey 
to the temptations and peer pressure to use tobacco products in 
their life time during circumstances of  failure/success.

Conclusion

Prevalence of  tobacco use among the study participants was low. 
The knowledge related to ill effects of  tobacco has to be im-
proved. More than half  of  the study participants recommended 
ban against tobacco in public places. Continuous education is es-
sential in order to hope that cessation rates will increase and more 
lives will be saved. It would be important to introduce specific 
information and education programs in a formal way during regu-
lar courses.

Table 1: Distribution of  the study participants based on their awareness about COTPA act

Gender of  the 
participants

Are you aware of  COTPA act? P value
YES NO TOTAL 

0.03
MALE 156 (48%) 169 (52%) 325

FEMALE 25(15%) 142(85%) 167
TOTAL 181 311 492

Table 2: Responses of  the study participants related to the question on addictive nature of  tobacco 

Gender of  the 
participants

How addictive are the tobacco products?
High Moderate  Low P value

Male study 
participants

152 (46.8%) 115 (35.4%) 58 (17.8%)

0.02Female study 
participants

127 (76%) 25 (15%) 15 (9%)

Total 279 (56.7%) 140 (28.5%) 73 (14.8%)

Figure 2: Distribution of  study participants based on the responses related to the question whether smoking to be allowed 
in university campus
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